
Enforced disappearance of ethnic Amharas after arrest by government

security forces in Addis Ababa

The Amhara Association of America (AAA) has conducted investigations into the

arbitrary detention and enforced disappearance of ethnic Amharas in the Bole-Bulbula

neighborhood of Bole sub-city of Addis Ababa city. Between February 1st and 10th,

2023, security forces of the Addis Ababa city administration and the Federal Government

in collaboration arrested more than 30 ethnic Amharas in Woreda 12 of Bole sub-city. The

arrest was conducted by persons who were not wearing police uniforms. The reason for

the arrest was arbitrary allegations of traveling in groups; supporting Fano, and other

reasonings. At the time of the arrest there were neither court warrants nor police

summoned to effect the arrest of the individuals.

These individuals who were arrested between February 1st and 10th were first detained in

a police detention center in Bole Bulbula. After they were held for days without being

presented before a court of law, security forces transported them to unknown areas.

During the detention, the rights of the detainees such as the right to be visited by family,

speedy trial, presentment before court of laws within 48 hours and the right to know the

reason of arrest were all violated. On February 13th, 2023, these 30 individuals who were
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arrested in the Bulbula Police Station had been taken to unknown areas outside of Addis

Ababa. AAA’s sources suspected that the area might be Awash 7 Detention Center.

Hence, the government detained these individuals without stating the reason for their

arrest, without respecting any due process rights and without communicating the

whereabouts of the arrested individuals to their family, these elements can establish the

crime of enforced disappearance.1 Further when family members asked the police officer

and any concerned government officials about the whereabouts of the detained individuals

their response was “we don’t know where they are”.

One of AAA’s sources, witnessed the arrest of Simachew Tefera.

“On February 10th, 2023, security personnel who did not wear police

uniforms arrested Simachew behind his house. They arrested him together

with Abraham and 4 other ethnic Amharas whose names I don’t know. They

took them to the Bulbula police station. After 3 days, they transported them to

unknown areas and we don’t know the whereabouts of these victims who have

been detained for a week.”

Another source, a relative of Ayimro Yeneneh, confirmed to AAA that on February 9th,

2023, Ayimro was arrested in his home by three individuals who were not wearing

uniforms. At the time, Ayimro was looking after his 3-year-old child. They did not state

the reason for his arrest; they had not shown their identification cards nor possessed a court

warrant for the arrest. They took him to Bulbula police station and he was in the police
1The international convention for the protection of all persons from enforced disappearance under article

2 defines enforced disappearance as an arrest, detention, abduction or any other form of deprivation of liberty
by agents of the state, by a person or a group of persons with the authorization, support or acquiescence
of the state followed by a refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or by concealment of the fate
or whereabouts of the disappeared person which places such a person outside the protection of the law. The
detention of these 30 ethnic Amharas categorically fulfils the elements of the crime of enforced disappearance
in that the detention was made by government security personnel who were not wearing uniforms, then the
victims were detained incommunicado for days without being presented before a court of law and telling
the reason of the arrest. Finally, they hid these arrested individual in unknown areas followed by refusing
to disclose the whereabouts of the detained individuals despite being asked by families. Accordingly, the
arbitrary detention of these ethnic Amharas amounts to the crime of enforced disappearance.
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station for four days. Families were prohibited from visiting him, he was prevented from

contacting a legal advisor, and he was not presented before a court. On February 13th,

2023 they transported him to an unknown detention center. AAA’s source added that they

were not informed of the whereabouts of Ayimro despite repeatedly asking police officers.

Below are 10 victims arrested by government security forces identified by AAA’s sources.

No. Victim Name

1 Tamene Abebaw

2 Adamu Wondimneh

3 Eniyew Dagachew

4 Sewatmen Yeneneh

5 Simachew Tefera

6 Ayimro Yeneneh

7 Fetene Hailu

8 Mekonnen Biset

9 Abraham (last name unknown)

10 Fekadu Ayalew
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(a) Photographed is
Simachew Tefera

(b) Photographed is Ayimro
Yeneneh

(c) Photographed is Ademu
Wondimneh

Figure 1: Photographs of individuals detained by government security forces.
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About Amhara Association of America (AAA)

The Amhara Association of America (AAA) is a non-profit civic organization located in

Charlotte, North Carolina that investigates and documents human rights atrocities and

repression against Amharas in Ethiopia. AAA seeks to inform U.S. policymakers,

international human rights organizations, media, and all Ethiopian stakeholders to

pressure Ethiopian leaders to change laws, policies, and practices in Ethiopia so

perpetrators are held accountable and victims receive justice. AAA also collaborates with

Amhara organizations in the U.S., supports independent Amhara organizations in

Ethiopia, and provides humanitarian aid for Amharas impacted due to targeted ethnic

attacks. AAA’s funding comes directly from members and supporters; the organization is

not affiliated with any Ethiopian or American political or governmental entities.

• Contact us via Email: info@amharaamerica.org

• Visit our website at www.AmharaAmerica.org

• Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

• Subscribe to our Telegram Channel and contact us on Telegram via:

+1-404-458-7046

• To make donations: https://www.amharaamerica.org/get-involved
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