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Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) Unlawful Shelling
of Debre Tabor City: August 20th, 2021

On August 19th and 20th, 2021, forces of the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF)
carried out apparent indiscriminate and deliberate shelling of civilian areas in Debre Tabor city
(Debub [South] Gondar Zone, Amhara Region) in violation of international law which pro-
hibits targeting of civilians. At least 10 heavy artillery missile strikes were fired at civilian
houses near Medhanealem Church, Debre Tabor Hospital, in addition to farms, and rural vil-
lages surrounding Debre Tabor. These attacks have resulted in at least six civilian deaths, an
additional two injuries, damaged homes and town infrastructure, destruction of farm land and
crops and disrupted access to the local hospital. The attacks have also caused thousands of
people to flee from Debre Tabor and the surrounding areas.

One of the heavily artillery strikes fired on August 19th struck houses adjacent to Med-
hanealem church, killed five members of a single family and an additional person who lived in

a rented space in the same compound.



Table 1

No. Victim’s Name Sex

1 Esubalew Dires Male

2 Addise Dires Female
3 Serkalem Dires Female
4 Quankoyi (Father’s name unknown) Female

5-6  Two children (names not yet known) —-

Outcome

Death
Death
Death
Death

Death

Remark

At least one was younger than 1 yrs old

The second artillery strike attacked another house and left one person injured while dam-

aging at least four adjacent houses. The third stuck an open area within Debre Tabor Hospital.

The artillery strikes fired on August 20th landed on surrounding villages and open areas and

causalities are not yet clear. Below are some of the sites where the heavily artilleries struck.
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Figure 1: Photographs of areas where TPLF fired heavy artillery which made impact as well
as the impact on surrounding areas.



About Amhara Association of America (AAA)

The Amhara Association of America (AAA) is a non-profit civic organization located in
Charlotte, North Carolina that investigates and documents human rights atrocities and repres-
sion against Amharas in Ethiopia. AAA seeks to inform U.S. policymakers, international hu-
man rights organizations, media, and all Ethiopian stakeholders to pressure Ethiopian leaders
to change laws, policies, and practices in Ethiopia so perpetrators are held accountable and vic-
tims receive justice. AAA also collaborates with Amhara organizations in the U.S., supports
independent Amhara organizations in Ethiopia, and provides humanitarian aid for Amharas
impacted due to targeted ethnic attacks. AAA’s funding comes directly from members and
supporters; the organization is not affiliated with any Ethiopian or American political or gov-

ernmental entities.

Contact us via Email: info@amharaamerica.org

Contact us via Telegram: +1-404-458 -7046

Follow us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

To make donations: http://www.amharaamerica.org/donate.html
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