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•Tewodrose (Ted) Tirfe, Chairman, AAA
•Robel Alemu, Director of Communications, AAA
•Rediet Tefera, Director of Community Engagement, AAA

•Cameron Wheeler, Director of Government Relations, Lobbyit
•Jonathan Taylor, Director of Government Relations, Lobbyit

Introduction of Panelists



•Ambassador Mike Hammer, United States Special Envoy for the Horn of 
Africa
•Recap of 2022 Advocacy Accomplishments
•Highlight of Meetings with Congress & State in 2023
•Review of non-Ethiopian media appearances & Interviews
•Review of Engagement with International Human Rights Orgs
•Challenges & Path forward with Advocacy

Agenda



Introduction of Ambassador 
Mike Hammer
Ambassador Mike Hammer, United States 
Special Envoy for the Horn of Africa



2022 Media Appearances & Interviews



2022 Notable Quotes



2022 Meetings with Congressional Offices



• Sept. 28 Debrief with Ambassador Hammer
• Aug. 17 Meeting b/t Amhara diaspora leaders & 

State Officials
• July 21-22 Ethiopian Diaspora Peace Conference; 

UC San Diego
• May 15 Town Hall Meeting b/t SEHOA & Amhara 

community in Los Angeles
• Continuous engagement with Ethiopian Desk 

Officer

2023 State Department Meetings

Scan to donate to AAA:



2023 Meetings with Congressional Offices



2023 Media Appearances & Interviews



2023 Notable Quotes
• Foreign Policy - April 12, 2023

⚬ “Amharas cannot be expected to abide by any outcome of a 
negotiations process from which they think they are excluded,” 
Tewodrose Tirfe, the chairman of the Amhara Association of America, 
said at the time.

• Reuters – August 8, 2023
⚬ "The Fano, with the support of farmers and Amhara public will 

attempt to defeat the federal security forces and their alliance and 
ultimately remove Abiy from power," said Tewodrose Tirfe, chairman 
of the Amhara Association of America, a lobby group that supports 
the Fano cause.

• Reset Dialogues – May 3, 2023
⚬ “I would not call this peace”, says AAA Director Robel Alemu, 

explaining that while the peace deal was being negotiated, severe 
violence was on-going in the Oromo region, involving the 
collaboration between the Oromia special forces, the Oromo 
Liberation Army as well as the country’s national army targeting the 
Amharas.

https://news.sky.com/story/ethiopian-civil-war-warring-sides-agree-to-truce-12736887
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ZAc2hLPq9E


HUMAN RIGHTS ENGAGEMENT

• Feb 6. - AAA & CHR file Legal Complaint with African Union, 
African Commission for Human and People’s Rights (ACHPR) 
– “The complaint is made on behalf of ethnic Amhara 
residents in West Wollega, East Wollega, Horo Guduru 
Wollega, Qelem Wollega and West Shewa Zones of the 
Oromia Region who faced mass atrocities at the hand of 
state and non-state armed forces and militias.”

• Watch the joint AAA & CHR video on the complaint
• Oct. 19 – AAA team in Arusha, Tanzania for 77th Annual 

ACHPR meeting to present on “Genocidal Violence against 
Amharas in Ethiopia: Structural Causes and Impediments to 
Accountability”.

https://www.amharaamerica.org/post/explanation-to-the-joint-statement-of-aaa-and-chr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5wD3H3lDus8


HUMAN RIGHTS ENGAGEMENT
• AAA in collab with Every Casualty 

Counts presented an oral 
intervention at 52nd Session of UN 
Human Rights Council

• Multiple meetings with 
International Commission on 
Human Rights Experts in Ethiopia 
(ICHREE) and submission of 
reports

• AAA, APU, & 44 civic orgs release 
a statement to restore Internet in 
Amhara Region as part of 
AccessNow #KeepItOn campaign 

• Meeting with Doctors Without 
Borders – provide health support 
in Amhara Region

https://everycasualty.org/
https://everycasualty.org/
https://twitter.com/aaa_amhara/status/1638415739567865856?s=12
https://www.accessnow.org/press-release/amhara-internet-shutdown/
https://www.accessnow.org/


On the Ground Investigation
• How are investigations 

conducted
• Who is the audience
• How do we use the 

reports
• Challenges to 

investigations
• Example of reports: 

click here and here. 

https://www.amharaamerica.org/post/legal-analysis-on-the-ongoing-amhara-genocide-in-oromia-region-ethiopia
https://www.amharaamerica.org/post/60-ethnic-amhara-civilians-abducted-by-ola-north-shewa-zone-oromia-region-october-10-11-2023


Path to Overcoming Challenges
in Advocacy

• Challenges
⚬ Lack of collective advocacy – orgs & individuals
⚬ Challenging landscape
⚬ Resource constraints $$ 

• Path to Overcoming 
⚬ Everyone must be an advocate 
⚬ Invest in advocacy

Scan to donate to 
AAA:



Scan to donate to AAA:

info@amharaamerica.org

Thank you
Question & Answer Session

mailto:info@amharaamerica.org

