
Preliminary Report on the Merawi Massacre

Updated February 5, 2024

The Amhara Association of America (AAA) has verified that on January 29,

2024, Abiy regime forces massacred at least 89 unarmed civilians in Merawi town

(Amhara Region, Ethiopia). On that day, heavy gunfire exchange took place in Merawi

town and surrounding villages between Amhara Fano freedom fighters (Fano) and the

Ethiopian National Defense Force (ENDF) and allied forces (e.g. state militias and

police). Merawi town is located 35-km away from Bahir Dar city, in the North Mecha

Woreda of the newly formed North Gojjam Zone of Amhara Region (formerly

administered under the West Gojjam Zonal administration). The fighting was initiated by

an offensive operation undertaken by Fano against regime forces encamped inside Merawi

town and China Camp. The confrontation began in the early morning and lasted until

midday, at around 12:00 p.m. According to sources, combatant casualties were reported

on both sides, with particularly significant losses incurred by the regime forces, including

members of the ENDF and local militias.

Fighting stopped at around 12:00 pm, when Fano withdrew from the town and retreated to

the outskirts. Following their withdrawal, reinforcement units from the regime entered
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Merawi town and began indiscriminate killing of civilians. It was reported that members

of the regime forces conducted widespread executions, shooting anyone they encountered

on the streets of Merawi town. Among the victims, AAA has received credible accounts

that regime forces killed a 13-year-old child when they encountered him on the street as

he was walking to a store. The child’s body was subsequently found in a nearby ditch. In

another shocking case, regime forces killed a mother carrying her 2-year-old infant. The

soldiers also killed many civilians through house-to-house searches, targeting mainly

young men. Among the deceased victims were 18 young men, predominantly daily

laborers, who came to Merawi for employment opportunities but were found dead after

waiting for hours hiding themselves in a single house. In another case the regime forces

killed a father who was cradling his infant child by the entrance of their home after the

soldiers forcibly separated them.

On the day of the incident, [ENDF] prohibited town residents from retrieving the bodies

of the deceased for burial. It was on the following day that the perpetrators permitted

residents to retrieve bodies and hastily bury them. Eyewitnesses revealed that 34 bodies of

the deceased were buried at the cemetery of St. Mary’s Church and an additional four

bodies were buried at the cemetery of the Medhanialem Church. The bodies of another 20

victims were buried in Muslim graves. And the bodies of many others were taken to

surrounding rural areas for burial. Though there are various figures indicated through

various media sources, AAA’s sources have confirmed that at least 89 civilians were

executed, including 3 women and a child. Sources also confirmed that a woman named

Kedija was shot and killed by regime soldiers while carrying her 2-year-old child. It was

indicated that her child was also found dead the following day, possibly from starvation.

Some media sources indicated various death tolls of civilians up to as high as 115.123

1BBC Amharic article (English translation); original article here
2The Jerusalem Post article
3Ethiopia Observer article
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https://www.amharaamerica.org/post/more-than-50-people-were-killed-in-merawi-town-of-amhara-region
https://www.bbc.com/amharic/articles/c2qen5k3n65o
https://www.jpost.com/international/article-784994
https://www.ethiopiaobserver.com/2024/02/02/over-50-civilians-killed-in-merawi/


AAA also received credible reports that mass burials were conducted and eyewitnesses

discovered bodies on the roads indicating they were killed by gunshots to the head. The

executions mainly took place in Kebeles 1 and 2 of Merawi town, where the town

administrative building is located.

In addition to civilian casualties, regime forces deliberately destroyed private properties

belonging to town residents. Among these, over 11 bajaj vehicles (three-wheeled

autorickshaw) were destroyed (burned), and an unknown number of residential homes

sustained damages due to artillery shelling.

AAA was able to identify the names of 47 victims who were killed in the January 29,

2024 massacre of civilians by Abiy regime forces in Merawi town, as follows:

No. Name Age Notes

1 Abba Wibet Agede 71

2 Aschil Yitayih

3 Kedija (last name unknown) killed with her infant child

4 Geremew Kassie guard; had 4 children

5 Minalu (last name unknown) was pregnant

6 Adamu (last name unknown)

7 Adamu Menesha

8 Gebre Ayalew had 1 child

9 Workineh Guadu

10 Tesfahun Adamu 54 had 4 children

11 Molla Gebeyehu 56

12 Amiro Getu

13 Bekele Gashaw 32

14 Minichil (last name unknown)
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15 Yeqerut Mengistu

16 Yitayih Ayalew

17 Negesse Baze Alemu

18 Menesha (last name unknown)

19 Mengistu Assimogn

20 Tesfa Endalew had 8 children

21 Gedamu Temesgen

22 Gebru Fekade

23 Kassahun Tenagne

24 Gedamu Kassaye 39

25 Bukayaw (last name unknown)

26 Wassie Lema

27 Chale Abere

28 Chale (last name unknown)

29 Yihenew Adugna

30 Zelalem Simachew construction worker

31 Alelegn Atalay farmer

32 Saleamilak Tsegaw

33 Aschile Fetene daily labourer

34 Molla Fikru

35 Tesfa Firdu

36 Aschil Aged 73

37 Adugna (last name unknown)

38 Habtu (last name unknown)

39 Mulat Mekonnen

40 Fantahun Alelelign day laborer

41 Qes Yitayew Geze
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42 Dessie Tirfu

43 Misganaw Sintu

44 Tamrat Belay

45 Bonbu (last name unknown)

46 Goshu Alebachew

47 Sami (last name unknown)

5



About Amhara Association of America (AAA)

The Amhara Association of America (AAA) is a non-profit civic organization located in

Charlotte, North Carolina that investigates and documents human rights atrocities and

repression against Amharas in Ethiopia. AAA seeks to inform U.S. policymakers,

international human rights organizations, media, and all Ethiopian stakeholders to

pressure Ethiopian leaders to change laws, policies, and practices in Ethiopia so

perpetrators are held accountable and victims receive justice. AAA also collaborates with

Amhara organizations in the U.S., supports independent Amhara organizations in

Ethiopia, and provides humanitarian aid for Amharas impacted due to targeted ethnic

attacks. AAA’s funding comes directly from members and supporters; the organization is

not affiliated with any Ethiopian or American political or governmental entities.

• Contact us via Email: info@amharaamerica.org

• Visit our website at www.AmharaAmerica.org

• Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

• Subscribe to our Telegram Channel and contact us on Telegram via:

+1-404-458-7046

• To make donations: https://www.amharaamerica.org/get-involved
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